
WALKS AROUND 
BANCHORY 

INCLUDING SCOLTY 

THE PLACE TO BE 
WALKING

        SCOLTY HILL WALKS 

At 299 m (981 ft), the hill of Scolty dominates many of the views 
from the Banchory area. On a clear day, the views from the summit 
are extensive in all directions, taking in the North Sea to the east 
and the Cairngorm Mountains to the west. The summit is crowned 
by the prominent tower built to commemorate General William 
Burnett who fought in the Napoleonic Wars and died in 1839. The 
climb to the top of Scolty is a very popular outing and can be done 
from the town centre or from a car park in the Scolty Woodlands. 
An alternative walk climbs the hill from the village of Strachan.  

Ascent from Banchory  To reach Scolty on foot from Banchory, cross 
the Bridge of Dee and ascend the steps directly ahead. Turn right 
to follow the minor road, then left at a sharp bend and right at the 
Scolty forest entrance. Walk along the forest road to reach Scolty 
Car Park. To this point is 1 mile (1.7 km). Allow 30 minutes. Continue 
past a gate and along the Deeside Way until it turns to the right. 
The route to Scolty continues ahead at this point, climbing to a gate 
with an interpretation panel. To the gate from the Scolty Car Park is 
½ mile (0.7 km). Allow 15 minutes. From the gate a choice of routes 
is available (see Paths 1, 2 and 3 on the map). These can be walked 
in any combination. Path 1 is the steepest (and shortest) and Path 3 
is the gentlest (and longest). All the paths are rough and rocky 
underfoot. Three suggested routes have been waymarked (Violet, 
Orange and Brown on the map). Allow 45 minutes to 1 hour of 
walking time (plus resting time) for these walks. 

Ascent from Strachan  The climb from Strachan via the Ardlair Path 
provides a pleasant alternative route with great views over the 
Feugh Valley to Clachnaben. The path is rough and rocky in places. 
Please park considerately in the village, noting that there is no 
parking on the Ardlair Farm Road. From the main road junction in 
Strachan walk up the Ardlair Farm Road for 600 m to where a 
fingerpost indicates the route to the right along the edges of fields. 
The path then skirts the southern edge of a woodland before taking 
a sharp left up the hill. Continue ahead into another forest where 
waymarkers indicate the steep route up to a wall before the open 
hillside. Ascend the path through heather to meet Path 3, from 
where it is a further 400 m to the summit. Return by the same route 
or descend via Path 1 to meet a track that skirts around the eastern 
side of the hill. 

 

        1. FALLS OF FEUGH 1⁄2 mile, 1 km (one way)  l l l l 

From the Bellfield Car Park entrance follow the signs along Dee 
Street towards the Falls of Feugh. Cross the bridge over the River 
Dee and continue on the pavement until the Bridge of Feugh is 
reached. Cross the road at the bridge to reach a footbridge for 
viewing the falls. The best times to see the salmon leaping are 
September to November (autumn run) and February to March 
(spring run). Return by the same route. 

strenuous

easy

Scolty
(299m)

Strachan

Ardlair P
ath

GATE

Paths 2 & 3

Path 3 Path 1

Path 2

6

7

9

8

DEESIDE WAY

DEESIDEWAY

8

6

7

9

SCOLTY HILL 
WALKS 
 
6. Violet Route  l l l l l  
1 1⁄4 miles  •  2 km  •  45 mins 
 
7. Orange Route  l l l l l  
2 miles  •  3.1 km  •  1 hour 
 
8. Brown Route  l l l l l  
1 3⁄4  miles  •  2.8 km  •  1 hour 
 
9. Ardlair Path  l l l l l  
1 1⁄2 miles  •  2.3 km  •  1 hour 
Distance and time one way.
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         2. SILVERBANK 21⁄2 miles, 3.9 km  l l l l 

Starting at Silverbank Park cross the A93 and walk into the 
supermarket car park. Follow the car park around to the right where 
a footpath leads down to the Deeside Way. Turn left and follow the 
track (the former railway line) for 1 km. A network of rough paths 
leads off to the right allowing closer views of the river. After crossing 
the Burn O’ Bennie there are fine views of the River Dee to the right. 
400 m further on turn left and climb a path to meet the A93. Cross 
the road with care and follow the pavement on the opposite side 
towards Banchory for 200 m (crossing a minor road and the Hill of 
Banchory East Road). Continue ahead along the tarmac path to the 
right of the Banchory Gateway Stone and straight on across a minor 
road. After 100 m, turn right into the woods on a path alongside a 
stream. This path winds uphill and crosses a minor road to reach a 
junction in the Hill of Banchory woods. Turn left and follow the path 
through the woods (crossing another minor road) for 600 m until the 
Hill of Banchory South road is reached near a school. Cross the road 
and go straight on along a tarmac path. Cross another road and 
continue ahead to reach Tillybrake Road. Turn left immediately into 
a cul-de-sac where a tarmac path at the end continues between 
houses. Follow the path across the ends of two cul-de-sacs and 
again between the houses beyond. Where this reaches a minor 
road, cross and bear left to a path that enters Silverbank Park. Follow 
this path to reach the starting point at the car park. 

 

        3. GLEN O’ DEE 21⁄2 miles, 4.2 km  l l l l 

From the entrance of Bellfield Car Park turn left into Dee Street and 
then immediately right into Bridge Street. Walk to the far end of 
Bridge Street and take the lane on the left towards Banchory Golf 
Club. Continue past the golf club car park and along the lane to the 
A93. Turn left and walk along the pavement passing the Gordon 
Highlanders War Memorial. Cross the road and continue along the 
pavement on the opposite side for 500 m. 

Turn right up Glassel Road, then bear right into Burnett Park. Turn 
right on the loop road and right again immediately before the 
pavilion. Go through a gate and bear left (not sharp left) on a path 
for 100 m to reach Corsee Road. Turn left and follow the winding 
road uphill for 500 m to the Glen O’ Dee Hospital. Keep to the right 
of the hospital buildings and turn right along a path into the woods. 
Follow this for 600 m to a crossroads of paths. Turn right and then 
left onto a path that leads to the edge of the woods at an electricity 
sub-station. Walk along the lane next to the sub-station and onwards 
along the road to a T-junction. Turn left and immediately bear right 
into a lane that leads to Mount Street. Walk down to the bottom of 
the hill, enjoying fine views of the surrounding hills. Turn left into the 
High Street and follow this to the pedestrian crossing at the traffic 
lights. Cross the road and walk down Dee Street for 100 m to reach 
the Bellfield Car Park. 

         4. BANCHORY CIRCULAR PATH 63⁄4 miles, 10.9 km  l l l   

The first 3 km of this route follows the Deeside Way towards 
Aberdeen. From the far end of Bellfield Car Park walk into the park 
and follow the path around to the right past the Guide Lodge. 
Where this path meets a lane, turn left and follow this for 150 m 
before veering left onto a tarmac path. Bear left across the lane and 
continue ahead for 300 m along the former railway line. Pass 
beneath a bridge and turn right onto a tarmac path. After 200 m 
keep right at a fork. 100 m further on the main path continues 
straight ahead but look out for a path that leads down steps to the 
right and provides an alternative route for the next 400 m alongside 
the river. This alternative path is uneven and prone to flooding in 
places, but brings you beneath The Platties, the massive retaining 
wall that was built for supporting the railway line. The main path 
continues along the top of The Platties with fine views of the           
River Dee and Scolty. At the far end of the park turn right, follow the 
track to the left of a fishing hut and continue ahead for 1 km. After 
crossing the Burn O’ Bennie there are fine views of the River Dee       
to the right. 400 m further on turn left and climb a path to meet        
the A93.  

Cross the road with care and follow the pavement on the opposite 
side towards Banchory for 200 m (crossing a minor road and the Hill 
of Banchory East road). Turn right and follow the pavement past the 
entrance to the supermarket. 300 m further on turn left onto a 
tarmac path and follow this for 100 m. Turn right onto a path that 
crosses the Burn O’ Bennie and leads into the Hill of Banchory 
Woods. Continue straight ahead for 800 m to the Hill of Banchory 
South road near a school. Cross the road and after 50 m turn right 
along a path through the trees and uphill past the school. Turn left 
at a path junction and continue for 250 m to another junction. Turn 
right to reach the Hill of Banchory West road and turn left to follow 
the pavement for 300 m to meet the A980 Raemoir Road at a T-
junction. Turn right and follow the pavement for 500 m. Turn left into 
the Upper Lochton road and follow this for 800 m to the entrance of 
the Banchory Recycling Centre. Pass to the left of the entrance gate 
and continue straight ahead on a path into Corsee Woods. 

At a junction of paths, bear left and follow this for 250 m, going 
straight ahead at a gap in the forest to reach a T-junction. Turn right 
to shortly enter the car park of Glen O’ Dee Hospital. Bear right to 
a path that re-enters the woods and follow this for 500 m, going past 
the Banchory Woodland Trails mountain biking area. When a forest 
road is reached, turn left, and follow this to a gate at the biking 
parking area. Bear right and ascend the short, steep and rough slope 
onto the elevated embankment of the old railway line. Walk along 
this for 200 m then bear right down a path to meet Burnett Park by 
the pavilion.  Turn left and follow the road around to the entrance of 
the park. Continue ahead down Glassel Road and then turn left 
along the A93 into Banchory. Follow this for 1 km, cross the road at 
the traffic lights and walk down Dee Street for a short distance to 
reach Bellfield Car Park. 
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moderate moderate          5. CORSEE WOODS 21⁄2 miles, 4.2 km  l l l l  

Leave the Bellfield Car Park by a path and steps between the 
Banchory Group Practice and Banchory Clinic to reach the A93. 
Cross the road at a convenient location (a pedestrian crossing is 
available at the traffic lights to the left) and turn right. Turn left uphill 
into Arbeadie Terrace and after 150 m turn left into a lane. Continue 
across Watson Street and at the top of the lane turn left into Ramsay 
Road. After 150 m turn right into the entrance of the Royal British 
Legion and pass to the left side of the buildings. Continue ahead 
on a path to meet Grant Road (noting the viewpoint hillock to the 
right) and turn right. After 50 m take a path to the left and aim 
leftwards across a grassy area to another path that joins Wilson 
Road. Turn right and then immediately left to follow a path through 
to the end of Arbeadie Avenue and ahead to Woodside Road. Cross 
the road and continue straight ahead along Upper Arbeadie Road 
for 800 m. This road becomes an unmade track and then a path 
through trees.  

Upon reaching the T-junction at Upper Lochton Road turn left and 
follow the road for 200 m to the Banchory Recycling Centre. Pass 
to the left of the entrance gate and take the left turn at the path 
junction. The route leads through Corsee Woods along a rough and 
sometimes muddy path for 400 m to a crossroads of trails. Continue 
straight ahead, ignoring paths on both sides, until the exit of the 
woods at Burnett Terrace is reached. Walk along the road for 40 m 
and turn right, continuing to a T-junction with Burnett Road. Turn 
left and then next right to descend the rough lane of Corsee Hill. At 
the bottom of the lane turn left along Corsee Road to meet the A93. 
Cross the road and turn left along the High Street. After 400 m turn 
right through the arched entrance into Scott Skinner Square. At the 
square descend the steps (or the access ramp to the right) and turn 
left into the path that leads to Dee Street. Cross the road into 
Bellfield Car Park.

bpabanchorycommittee@gmail.com 

banchorypaths.org.uk 
 
Banchory & District Initiative Ltd 
Charity number SC041630 

visitbanchory.com

Banchory Paths is a Scottish Registered Charity 
(SC049302) committed to maintaining and 
developing the path network around Banchory. 
Please support us with this aim. Donate by 
scanning this QR code or by visiting our website. 

moderate



1. FALLS OF FEUGH  l l l l l l 
An easy walk to the spectacular Falls of Feugh, 
especially when in spate after heavy rain. This is a 
great place to watch salmon leaping the falls as they 
return to their spawning grounds further up the river. 

All on flat pavements. One road crossing. 

Please note: Distance and time stated are 
one way. 

1⁄2 mile 
1 km  
1⁄2 hreasy

3. GLEN O’ DEE  l l l l l l 
Enjoy the bustle of Banchory’s town centre and escape 
to the peaceful woodlands around Glen O’ Dee 
Hospital and Corsee Woods.  Admire views of the 
surrounding hills on the way back into town.

A mixture of pavements and smooth 
paths.  Several road crossings. 

2 1⁄2 miles  
4.2 km 
1 1⁄2 hrs

5. CORSEE WOODS  l l l l l l 
Explore the heart of Banchory and follow quiet paths 
and lanes that lead to the attractive Corsee Woods 
where if you’re lucky you may spot wildlife such as roe 
deer, red squirrels and woodpeckers.

A mixture of pavements, smooth paths and 
rough paths.  Some sections are muddy after 
rain. Some steps. Several road crossings.  

2 1⁄2 miles 
4.2 km 
 1 1⁄2 hrsmoderate

2. SILVERBANK  l l l l l l 
A lovely riverside and woodland walk that includes a 
part of the former railway line between Banchory and 
Aberdeen. Enjoy views of the River Dee and hopefully 
a glimpse of the wildlife including otters and herons.

A mixture of pavements, smooth paths 
and rough paths. Some sections are 
muddy after rain. Several road crossings.

2 1⁄2 miles 
3.9 km 
1 1⁄2 hrsmoderate

easy

4. BANCHORY CIRCULAR PATH  l l l l l l 
A complete loop encompassing the best of Banchory 
including the River Dee, the bustling town centre and 
the lovely Corsee Woods.

A mixture of pavements, smooth paths and 
rough paths. Some sections are muddy after 
rain. One short but fairly steep section (15 m). 
Several road crossings.  

6 3⁄4 miles 
10.9 km 
4 hrsmoderate
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The indication of a path on this leaflet does not imply 
responsibility of Banchory Paths. 

Banchory Paths welcomes feedback on condition or issues 
with any of the paths shown. Updates will be posted on 

the Visit Banchory website.

Further information on 
points of interest along the 
walks is available on the 
Visit Banchory website.

Enjoy Scotland’s 
outdoors responsibly 
•  take responsibility for your own actions 
•  respect the interests of other people 
•  care for the environment

BANCHORY HERITAGE WALKS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banchory & District Initiative have 
published two booklets describing 
walks of historical interest around 
Banchory. These are available to 

purchase from Studio 1, Scott 
Skinner Square and Yeadon’s 

Bookshop, 20 Dee Street, Banchory.

To Crathes Castle 
Estate and walks ▶

◀ To Inchmarlo 
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